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psychological experience, laying aside the differences as he
goes, till the moral becomes the useful, and the useful the
pleasurable, and the pleasurable the necessaiy, and at last
the two advocates meet half way and find that they aie
saying one and the same thing. We cannot say that a
doctnne thus elaborated is ' unpsychological' On the con-
trary, it usually begins with the psychological pieconception
that, in the individual, the ethical sentiments aie deinative
from other feelings and ideas, e.g. of sympathy, of beauty,
of self-regaid, so as to be resolvable into a geneiic term;
and is then extended, by help of some law of heredity> to
the inward life of paients and ancestois, and tinned out
complete in the form of a hypothetical psychology for the
lace 01 a catena of races. How are we to test this imagined
history? One condition is at all events indispensable; we
must be sure of the ultimate phenomena, viz. the existing
moral consciousness, of which this story undertakes to
render account to pronounce upon the adequacy of the
cause, we must accurately estimate the effect. Else, the
causality, however truly put on record, may give account of
the wrong thing. Since, therefore, we must cairy with us
a clear and correct insight into the contents of our present
moral affections and beliefs, I shall not take up the con-
sideration of the evolution doctrine, till we have sciutinised
the phenomena to be evolved.

II.    POSTULATES  DISCUSSED.

It must not, however, be supposed that the ethical con-
ditions are fulfilled by merely crossing over into psycho-
logical theory. Egoistic doctnne also misses them, so long
as it remains at its own centre, believes m nothing beyond
the self, and lies under the disabilities of every system of
Monism. Fichte's Idealism reduces moral obligation, as
well as everything else, to a mere modification of Self; in
making the mind univeisal lawgiver, makes it aKo its own;
and thus dissipates the veiy essence of imperative authority,